
  

1 

visit us on the web at www.positivepassage.wordpress.com 

Table of Contents 

Introduction ......................................................................................... 2 

The Rites of Passage Program ................................................................ 3 

Mindset ............................................................................................... 3 

The Four Components ........................................................................... 4 

The Lessons ......................................................................................... 4 

The Quest ............................................................................................ 6 

The Ceremony...................................................................................... 7 

The Ascension Pledge and Promise ....................................................... 11 

Prayer of the Village ........................................................................... 11 

The Village Speaks Words of… .............................................................. 12 

In Honor and Praise of the Village ......................................................... 12 

Lines of Demarcation .......................................................................... 12 

The Ascension Dinner .......................................................................... 13 

Conclusion ......................................................................................... 13 

Rites Inc. Resources Section ................................................................ 15 

  



  

2 

visit us on the web at www.positivepassage.wordpress.com 

Rites Inc. Presents 
A Rites of Passage Framework 

Introduction 

If you’re reading this publication I suspect you’ve visited our blog at 

www.positivepassage.wordpress.com and that you want some guidance to 
putting together your own Rites Inc. Rites of Passage Program. First we 

thank you for saving the life of your son (or other boy in your life); though 
you may not have framed it that way that is the way that I have internalized 

this entire idea. We are saving the lives of our boys. I call this a “framework” 
because you are encouraged to take the ideas that work for you, throw the 

rest out, replacing them with your own. Nothing’s set in stone. 
 

This publication is meant to be handled as a quick 
start guide. I will forego the backstory of the why 

and jump directly into the how. 
• How did we put a Rites Inc. Rites of Passage 

Program together for our son? 

• What were the key components of the 

program? 

• What were the execution milestones? 

• Who was involved and why? 

• What activities were done? 

• What curriculum was used? 

I will answer these and other questions of this sort.  
 

I have two main objectives with this quick start guide: 

1. Give you concise information surrounding executing a rites of passage 

program. 

2. Relate the framework of a rites of passage program in a quick and 

easy format. This publication is not meant to be exhaustive. 

 

Note: although written 

in terms of your son, 
please take son to mean 
any boy in your life you 

love enough to design a 

rites of passage for. 
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Once you are done you will have enough information to get started or to 

continue your research armed with better ideas and thought processes. 
Enjoy the framework that is presented here. Remember, the “framework” is 

just guidelines/ideas; mix-and-match-and-remove to make it fit your life, 
values, and most importantly the boy you love. 

The Rites of Passage Program 

The program consists of four key components. But before we explore those 

let’s discuss mindset.  

 

Mindset 

As conscientious parents we want the best for our sons. To manifest “the 
best for our sons” it calls for us to have a mind set on seeking and 

exploiting opportunities that will 
enrich their lives. For example 

we may want civic-mindedness 

to be a part of our son’s rites of 
passage program. Well, when 

your place of worship asks for 
donations and volunteers to put 

together holiday baskets filled with food for needy families take advantage of 
this opportunity and get involved. As the parent your mind must be made up 

to demonstrate the qualities you seek to develop in your son. That will take 
your time, energy, and resources—sounds like parenthood, right? That’s 

exactly the point; engaged parents already have their minds set on raising 
their sons by being involved and connected. Those bedrock concepts are the 

precursors to a formalized rites of passage program. 
 

As the parent your mind must be made 
up to demonstrate the qualities you 
seek to develop in your son. 


